
Led by Bishop David W Graves, the Alabama - West Florida 

Annual Conference is dedicated to its mission of making disciples 

for Jesus Christ. The conference steadfastly works toward a vision 

of thriving churches where disciple-making ministries are brought 

to life. The conference iden%fies four specific areas in which that 

vision is turned into reality. These priori%es are: 

•to develop lay and clergy leaders 

•to plant new congrega%ons and faith communi%es 

•to expand mission opportuni%es, and 

•to become a church for all God's children. 

 

The Alabama – West Florida Conference has more than 139,000 

members, including about 900 ac%ve and re%red pastors serving 

over 600 churches.  

 

Alabama-West Florida churches are in these Alabama Coun%es: 

Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Bullock, Butler, Chilton, 

Choctaw, Clarke, Coffee, Conecuh, Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, 

Dale, Dallas, Elmore, Escambia, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, 

Houston, Lee, Lowndes, Macon, Marengo, Mobile, Monroe, 

Montgomery, Perry, Pike, Russell, Sumter, Washington, and 

Wilcox. 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Church has a long history 

of concern for social jus�ce. The Social 

Principles, while not to be considered church 

law, are a prayerful and though�ul effort on the 

part of the General Conference of the United 

Methodist Church to speak to the human issues 

in the contemporary world from a sound biblical 

and theological founda�on.  They are a call to 

faithfulness and are intended to be instruc�ve 

and persuasive in the best of the prophe�c 

spirit. 

 

The Alabama-West Florida Conference of the 

United Methodist Church asks you, as leaders of 

our state, to prayerfully consider the posi�ons 

found inside this pamphlet as stated in our 

Social Principles. 



HEALTH CARE 

We believe it is a governmental responsibility to provide all 

ci�zens with health care. Providing the care needed to maintain 

health, prevent disease, and restore health a*er injury or illness 

is a responsibility each person owes others and government 

owes to all. The right to health care includes care for persons 

with brain diseases, neurological condi�ons, or physical 

disabili�es, who must be afforded the same access to health care 

as all other persons in our communi�es.  

(Social Principles, 162V Right to Health Care) 

 

EDUCATION 

We support the development of school systems and innova�ve 

methods of educa�on designed to assist every child toward 

complete fulfillment as an individual person of worth… 

Moreover, children have the rights to food, shelter, clothing 

health care, and emo�onal well-being as do adults, and these 

rights we affirm as theirs regardless of ac�ons or inac�ons of 

their parents or guardians. 

(Social Principles, 162C Rights of Children) 

 

WORK, WAGES 

Every person has a right to a job at a living wage. Where the 

private sector cannot or does not provide jobs for all who seek 

and need them, it is the responsibility of the government to 

provide for the crea�on of such jobs.  

(Social Principles, 163C Work and Leisure)  

 

THE DEATH PENALTY 

We believe in the resurrec�on of Jesus Christ and that the 

possibility of reconcilia�on with Christ comes through 

repentance. This gi* of reconcilia�on is offered to all individuals 

without excep�on and gives all life new dignity and sacredness. 

For this reason, we oppose the death penalty and urge its 

elimina�on from all criminal codes.  

(Social Principles, 164G The Death Penalty) 

GAMBLING 

Gambling is a menace to society, deadly to the best interests of 

moral, social, economic, and spiritual life, destruc�ve of good 

government, and good stewardship.  

(Social Principles, 163G Gambling) 

 

POVERTY 

As a church, we are called to support the poor and challenge the 

rich. To begin to alleviate poverty, we support such policies as: 

adequate income maintenance, quality educa�on, decent 

housing, job training, meaningful employment opportuni�es, 

adequate medical and hospital care, humaniza�on and radical 

revisions of welfare programs, work for peace in conflict areas 

and efforts to protect crea�on’s integrity. Since low wages are 

o*en a cause of poverty, employers should pay their employees 

a wage that does not require them to depend upon government 

subsidies such as food stamps or welfare for their livelihood.  

(Social Principles, 163E, Poverty) 

 

PREDATORY LENDING/USURY 

Financial Ins�tu�ons serve a vital role in society. They must 

guard, however, against abusive and decep�ve lending prac�ces 

that take advantage of the neediest among us for the gain of the 

richest. Banking regula�ons must prevent the collec�on of 

usurious interest that keeps people in cycles of debt.  

(Social Principles, 163J Finance) 

 

TAXES 

We support efforts to revise tax structures and to eliminate 

governmental support programs that now benefit the wealthy at 

the expense of other persons.  

(Social Principles, 163 The Economic Community) 

 

 

The complete text of all the United Methodist Social Principles 

can be found at this link: h=p://umc-gbcs.org/social-principles 


